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An old photo of Hans Walter before being arrested and put in a
concentration camp during World War II. Walter, an 88-year-old
Holocaust survivor, worked as a counterfeiter for the Nazis in the
largest recorded counterfeiting scheme in history.
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Because of his father’s past
affiliation with Kaiser Wil-
hem, Walter’s family didn’t
face much persecution in the
early years of the Nazi
regime.
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Without proper identifica-
tion, the officer arrested Wal-
ter and sent him to prison in
Berlin.

There Walter met Peter
Edel, a Jewish artist whom
Walter later saved from the
gas chambers in Auschwitz, a
concentration camp in south-
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moved up the ranks because
of his exceptional eyesight
and was placed in charge of
quality control. This meant
Walter would have to look
through each set of 500
counterfeit notes and grade
each note on a scale of one
through five — one being
the highest grade and five
the lowest grade.

Mixed feelings

Although the Nazis were
massacring his Jewish
brethren, Walter said he was
thankful that Krueger saved
his life.
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