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Not locked away 

Spungen convinced the seller to let him buy the items so they wouldn't be locked away in a museum.  

He said some curators don't like the fact that, even though Spungen's letters and envelopes are covered in plastic 
sleeves or in plexiglass frames, they are not archived as most museums would do. There also are some Jews who 
would prefer that the Torah pages be buried, because they have been desecrated by being written on and torn from 
their scrolls. 

However, he believes that by showing the papers to school children and adults, they may learn more about the 
Holocaust and the people who were murdered. 

Spungen began bringing his collection to Illinois schools -- the first state in the country, he said, to require the 
Holocaust be taught to students. He's done similar presentations now in Montana and Iowa, neither of which have 
large Jewish populations. 

When he spoke in Montana, he said, some people drove 100 miles to see and hear his presentation.  

Students connect to the drawings and the letters in the collection, but mostly to the money, he said. There are slips of 
currency printed inside the concentration camps to buy things from the camp -- a privilege that not every Jew 
received. He has real British notes and some of the counterfeits that Germans flooded the country with. He's also 
become good at finding the differences between the two. 

"His presentation was so unusual, it was a whole different take on (the Holocaust)," said Pat Szpekowski, one of the 
Rotarians.  

She also found it shocking to see that genocide did not end with World War II and the Holocaust, and that millions 
have been killed around the world in other countries since then. 

"We don't want it to happen again," she said. "Look at the other countries. It is one country after another. Do they not 
learn from their mistakes?" 

Spungen focuses on inclusion, acceptance and diversity as he talks to students around the country. Because the 
world is getting bigger, he said, there are more people to hate. 

But his job isn't to convince anyone or share his opinions, Spungen said, but to just share the information. "I want to 
ignite the kids and get them talking with each other."  

 
 

 


