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counterfeiting plot — the only
one living in the United
States.

On Friday, Walter came to
the UT Men's Tennis match in
south Toledo in order to share
his story with them and serve
as their “honorary coach of the
day.”

Danny Spungen, a Holocaust
memorabilia collector and res-
ident of Lincolnshire, Illinois,
brought Walter to the tennis
match to teach the tennis
squad about the Holocaust and
have them meet a survivor.
Spungen got the idea when his
son, UT tennis player Knot
Likitkumchorn, told him many
of his teammates didn't know
much about the Holocaust be-
cause the majority of them are
foreign-born.

Spungen, who has known
Walter since 2008, said that

while most Holocaust survi-
vors prefer not to share their
stories, Walter is always will-
ing to engage people in discus-
sion, especially young people.

Even as Walter was having a
group picture taken with the
team, he was still recounting
in detail the conditions and the
high level of secrecy that char-
acterized Blocks 18 and 19 of
Sachsenhausen concentration
camp, where the Jewish coun-
terfeiters endured the
Holocaust.

According to Walter, life for
the Jewish prisoners who took
part in Operation Bernhard
was unlike what other Jews in
Nazi concentration camps had
faced.

For their compliancy to
counterfeit, the 142 Jewish
counterfeiters received spe-
cial treatment from the Nazis.
That special treatment includ-
ed being given food that was
enough to feed 180 people and
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An old photo of Hans Walter before being arrested and put in a
concentration camp during World War II. Walter, an 88-year-old
Holocaust survivor, worked as a counterfeiter for the Nazis in the
largest recorded counterfeiting scheme in history.

health care that was first-
rate compared to the other
inmates’.

However, for Walter, the
Nazis’ special treatment was
not enough to replace his
liberty.

“I had my freedom taken
away. When I think back of
when I was on my paddleboat
under a bridge, when I was
working in the aircraft indus-
try, I think, ‘you may make no
money, but at least you're in
your own boat and are free,”
Walter said.

Despite having his freedom
stolen, Walter said he remains
thankful he took part in the
counterfeiting scheme be-
cause, if he didn't, there
would be no telling if he
would have survived the
Holocaust.

an avid cyclist. However, be-
cause he was Jewish, he
wasn’'t paid enough at the
airport.

In order to make money
during the war, Walter began
producing fake passports for
Jews, changing their identity
to make them Catholic or
Nazi. He did this by taking
the original passports of Ger-
man Catholics or Nazis, cut-
ting out their pictures, re-
placing them with pictures of
Jews, and changing the name
on the passport.

This was a win-win situa-
tion for Walter: Jews would
be safe from Nazi persecu-
tion, and he could make
enough money to survive.
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Because of his father's past
affiliation with Kaiser Wil-
hem, Walter’s family didn’t
face much persecution in the
early years of the Nazi
regime.

According to Spungen, al-
though Adolph Hitler was ap-
pointed chancellor of Ger-
many in 1933, marking the
advent of Nazi power, many
Jews were “OK” despite the
hardships they faced.

It was only after the Nazi
regime began forcing Jews to
wear a yellow Star of David
and indicate that they were
Jewish on their passports
that the situation became
desperate for most Jews.

Before he was sent to a
concentration camp in 1942,
Walter worked as a mechanic
at the Berlin Airport and was

couldn’t afford one himself.

Without proper identifica-
tion, the officer arrested Wal-
ter and sent him to prison in
Berlin.

There Walter met Peter
Edel, a Jewish artist whom
Walter later saved from the
gas chambers in Auschwitz, a
concentration camp in south-
east Poland.

Walter and Edel were trans-
ported via train to Auschwitz
in January 1944 along with
dozens of other Jewish
prisoners.

After their train arrived, the
prisoners were lined up and
asked questions individually
by Nazi officer Bernhard
Krueger, the leader of Opera-
tion Bernhard.

Krueger asked each pris-
oner the same question:
“What story do you have to
tell me?”

When asked that question,
Walter responded by saying,
“I have nothing much to tell
you. I am a Jewish boy who
was caught by a Gestapo guy
on the street. I have no pass-
port, that's why I'm being
arrested.”

Krueger proceeded by look-
ing up information on Walter
and found that he had no re-
cords showing Walter was
steadily employed. Krueger
then asked Walter, “How do
you make your living?”

Walter responded, saying,
“I make passports.”

Krueger quickly took inter-
est to Walter's skill. And as
Walter recounts, Krueger told
him, “We can use people like
that.”

However, Walter told Krue-
ger that Edel had special
skills as well and that he
wouldn’t leave to Sachsen-
hausen without him.

Krueger considered Wal-
ter’s pleas and responded by
telling the other officers,
“These two guys, keep them
in here. Have them get
checked by a doctor. They
won't be lost to the gas
chamber.”

Not long after arriving at
Sachsenhausen, Walter
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Hans Walter, an 88-year-old Holocaust survivor, recounts
working as a counterfeiter for the Nazis in the largest re-
corded counterfeiting scheme in history.

moved up the ranks because
of his exceptional eyesight
and was placed in charge of
quality control. This meant
Walter would have to look
through each set of 500
counterfeit notes and grade
each note on a scale of one
through five — one being
the highest grade and five
the lowest grade.

Mixed feelings

Although the Nazis were
massacring his Jewish
brethren, Walter said he was
thankful that Krueger saved
his life.

“If it wasn't for Krueger, I
wouldn’t be here talking
with you; I wouldn't have
survived,” Walter said.

While Walter is thankful
for Krueger, he believes
Krueger should have been
punished for the four or
five people he killed during
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After nearly three years of
being headquartered in
Sachsenhausen, in March
1945 Operation Bernhard
was transferred to a couple
of sub-camps at the Mau-
thausen-Gusen concentra-
tion camp in Austria.

The counterfeiters were
first taken to the Redl-Zipf
sub-camp and then the
Ebensee labor camp, where
they would be liberated by
American troops on May 6,
1945.

Walter still vividly remem-
bers the moment the Ameri-
cans arrived at Ebensee.

As the American troops
surrounded the camp with
their armored tanks and
jeeps, Walter was ordered
by the Germans to meet the
Americans at the camp’s en-

trance and re-
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“I believe in ‘eye for an
eye; tooth for a tooth.” I
don’t believe in ‘forgive and
forget,” Walter said.

Although his work helped
fund the Nazi war effort by
allowing them to purchase
ammunition and pay-off col-
laborators Walter doesn’t
feel he betrayed other Jews
because his actions were
done in self-preservation.
According to Walter, if a
counterfeiter didn’'t comply,
they would have to meet
with Krueger and would
face the possibility of being
sent back to Auschwitz,
where Jews were being
murdered in gas chambers.

Walter said that, despite
the looming threat of
Auschwitz, many of the
counterfeiters tried to sabo-
tage the operation as best
they could by slowing down
their production rate, which
was 500 notes a day for
each printer.

Walter said he took no part
in any of the efforts to sabo-
tage Operation Bernhard.

statue of an eagle holding a
Swastika was sitting. An
American soldier handed
Walter his gun and encour-
aged him to shoot down the
eagle. Weighing only 71
pounds, Walter could hardly
hold the gun and handed it
back to the soldier, who
shot the eagle off the flag-
pole in one shot.

Although it has been 66
years since he was liberated,
Walter still wakes up in the
middle of the night, awak-
ened by horrifying memories
of the Holocaust — most no-
tably, the time he walked into
a room full of dead bodies
piled on top of each other.

Walter said he tries to dis-
tract himself from such
thoughts, but admits he still
has trouble overcoming the
trauma, which has become
part of his everyday life.

“Telling the story doesn’t
make it any better... I make
a lot of mistakes. I think
about it and then I can't
sleep,” Walter said.






